Disciple-making
leadership
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Why this conference!

® “ways of being Christian without being
Christ-like...’?
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® Role of lead




Literary Structure

“Walking” 8 times (2:2,2:10,4:1, 4:17 (twice), 5:2, 5:8,
5:15)
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o Therefo_re_ Key theme of the letter is walkln‘ = how



Themes

® “in Christ”,”in Him”,”in Christ Jesus”, “in
Jesus” = Union with Christ




New Creation

Creation




“Learning Christ” -

Discipleship and
Transformation in Ephesians




Ephesians 4:17-24

® unique phrase




A. Command not to walk in old way.

B. Caused by un-renewed minds.

C. Resulting in sin.




Trajectory
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Learning Christ
transforms...

e Old way - futility of mind; darkened
understanding; alienation from the life of
God; hardness of heart; callous, insatiable
impurity - to become -




What causes this
transformation?

® |earning Christ
® Hearing about Christ
Being taught in Chri
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Parallel with 2:1-10 where
transformation caused by -

® God’s action in graciously saving us




Therefore...

“Learning Christ” is the human perspective
on our growmg approprlatlon of the reallty
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New Creation

Creation




What does this look
like?

® rest of Ephesians tells us

relational transformation




Christ cannot be said to
have been learned if
transformation of
relationships has not
taken place...






Building up the body

® functioning body is a witnessing body

® being blessed and blessing others




How does the body grow!?
Ephesians 4:11-16

® 4:|11 - God gives leaders




Equipping - results...

® v|2 building up

unity in faith and knowledge




Eph 4:16 - the body

® grows as every part does its job

® cach unique part, when functioning as
designed, is like a ligament or tendon
holdlng the body together TR R _. _
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Application

® Relationships in the body - rest of the
letter - depend on -

® individual gracious union with Christ
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Discipleship to maturity
is therefore...

® NOT an optional extra but is an inherent
part of salvation by gracious union with
Christ (see Paul’s argument in Romans 6)

function of leadership within the body
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Discussion Questions

® how would it change your community if
this kind of transformation was a
reality”?




Discussion Questions

® the goal of Christian leadership is people
growing to maturity -




